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Biosafety Office

When used to manipulate biohazardous materials/infectious waste, 
an aspirator flask should be connected to an overflow collection flask 
and to an in-line HEPA filter. 

For aspiration, use a vacuum flask (A), with a second vacuum flask 
(B) connected as an overflow collection vessel. Attach a HEPA filter 
capsule (C) to the second vacuum flask so that contaminants are not 
drawn into the vacuum system (D). The primary and secondary 
flasks should contain disinfectant (e.g. bleach). 

Place flasks in a secondary 
container such as a plastic bin 
to contain any spills.

Filters are available 
through laboratory 

supply catalogs 
(see examples)

Whatman® HEPA-Cap 

Vacushield™

Whatman ® VACU-GUARD

https://www.sigmaaldrich.com/catalog/product/aldrich/wha67023600?lang=en&region
https://us.vwr.com/store/product?keyword=55095-006
https://us.vwr.com/store/product?keyword=28137-858
http://www.fishersci.com/ecomm/servlet/fsproductdetail?storeId=10652&productId=606132&catalogId=29104&matchedCatNo=0974412||0974415&fromSearch=1&searchKey=Whatman*+HEPA-Cap*+Disposable+Air+Filtration+Capsules&endecaSearchQuery=#store=RE_SC#nav=0#rpp=25#offSet=0#keyWord=Whatman*+HEPA-Cap*+Disposable+Air+Filtration+Capsules#searchType=PROD#SWKeyList=%5B%5D&endecaSearchQuery=#store=RE_SC#nav=0#rpp=25#offSet=0#keyWord=Whatman*+HEPA-Cap*+Disposable+Air+Filtration+Capsules#searchType=PROD#SWKeyList=%5B%5D
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