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Toe Clipping 

 
Toe Clipping of Mice  
According to the Guide for the Care and Use of Laboratory Animals:  “Toe-clipping should be 
used only when no other individual identification method is feasible.  It may be the preferred 
method for neonatal mice up to 7 days of age as it appears to have few adverse effects on 
behavior and well-being at this age (Castelhano-Carlos et al. 2010; Schaefer et al. 2010), 
especially if toe clipping and genotyping can be combined.  Under all circumstances aseptic 
practices should be used.  Use of anesthesia or analgesia should be commensurate with the 
age of the animals (Hankenson et al. 2008).” 
 
Toe Clipping of Mice: Must be used for genotyping and identification 

1. Toe clipping may be performed on altricial mice after toes are no longer webbed and no 
older than post-natal day 7 when the toe clip segment(s) will be used BOTH for 
identification and genotyping purposes. 

2. IACUC approval must be obtained. 
3. Toe clipping procedure: 

a. Toes should be clean prior to performing the procedure. 
b. Start with clean (or sterile) sharp scissors (or equivalent). 
c. Clean the instrument between animals as described above 
d. One toe per pup (preferred) with a maximum of one toe per foot. 

• Only the distal/third phalanx should be removed, not the entire toe (first, second, 
and third phalanx). 

• Hind toes preferable over forefeet. 
• Forefeet – do not remove the hallux (“dew claw” or “thumb”). 
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